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BOOK REVIEWS

Catherine's letters are the best source of historical information about her and her
role in events.
The present edition, by Suzanne Noffke, the first of four volumes devoted to
editing and translating Catherine's letters into English, is very welcome because of
the accessibility it provides to Catherine as a person and to her role in history. The
edition affords the reader considerable assistance: two maps, an introduction, a
chronology of Catherine's life, historical and textual notes, an appendix that describes each manuscript, and one that shows the distribution of the letters in the
manuscripts. Each of the eighty-eight letters has its own short but useful introduction. When complete, the four volumes will comprise all 382 extant letters. The
letters are published in their entirety, although they irretrievably lost some of their
content in early transcriptions. The translations are written in clear and readable
English; no Latin texts are provided. The introduction provides a good background
for reading the letters, although the reader would prefer more coverage of the role
of Catherine in the return of the papacy from Avignon and what blame she might
have for causing the Great Schism. Also, the introduction tantalizes the reader by
taking up the subject of Catherine as a woman only to drop it in the short space of
two paragraphs. But these are minor problems. Noffke's work in this edition is
thorough and competent. She has studied Catherine for many years and has translated The Dialogue (1980) and The Prayers (1983) . We look forward to the completion of the translations of the letters.
Francis X. Hartigan
University of Nevada-Reno
David Nicholas, The Van Arteveldes of Ghent: The Varieties of Vendetta and the
Hero in History, Cornell University Press, 1988.

In less than three years David Nicholas has produced three major works on
fourteenth-century Ghent. In The Domestic Life of a Medieval City: Women,
Children and Family in Fourteenth-Century Ghent (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1985), Nicholas discusses the town's social history. In The Metamorphosis of a Medieval City: Ghent in the Age of the Arteveldes, I302-I390 (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1987), he tackles its economic history. Now in The Van
Arteveldes ofGhent: The Varieties of Vendetta and the Hero in History, Nicholas has
turned his thoughts to the political history of this very important Flemish town.
Of the two earlier works Nicholas' s economic history received the fewer criticisms; his social history has some detractors, although to be fair it is criticized less
for its evidence and more for its lack of conventional social-history approach. Although The Van Arteveldes of Ghent is not as provocative as Nicholas's economic
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history, it will also not incur the amount of criticism that his social history
received.
In short, Nicholas has written a commendable but slightly flawed book.
His topic is interesting but extremely complicated. By the fourteenth century,
Ghent, the second-most populated and perhaps the wealthiest town in northern
Europe, was beginning to erupt in political and economic rebellion. Tied politically by its committal obligation to France and economically by is cloth industry
to England, Ghent was a focal point in the early stages of the Hundred Years War.
By the end of the century two major but hopeless rebellions attempted to break it
from France's grasp in favorofEnglish-allied independence, first in 1338-45 and later
in 1379- 85. Both were led by members of the van Artevelde family, James van
Artevelde and his son Philip, respectively; and both father and son died in these
rebellions.
With this latest book, Nicholas has attempted to describe this period of Ghent's
history by focusing on the life of this very important family. Well versed in the
extensive archival records of Flanders, he has gathered every significant document
dealing with the family, its allies, and enemies. From these documents he has put
together a picture of their political influence. For this effort Nicholas should be
praised, as much of this information is new and helps to explain the van Arteveldes'
sources of power. Few nonarchival records are used, resulting in a somewhat duller
recounting of the story than might otherwise have been the case. There are several
contemporary narrative sources that discuss James and Philip with much lively
and anecdotal commentary; yet few of these are used by Nicholas. In fact, so little
attention is paid to contemporary nonarchival records that only Jean Froissart is
mentioned by name or cited by work.
Without the narrative side of the van Arteveldes' tale, it is difficult to gain a
complete picture of their role in the fourteepth-century Ghent rebellions. It is
equally difficult to understand fully Nicholas' s purpose in writing this book. If it is
to decide the role of vendetta in the van Arteveldes' political roles or to determine
whether they were heroes, as the subtitle of the book suggests, archival sources
alone cannot provide definitive conclusions. For example, although archival records
may attest to the personal violence of James and Philip, a point that Nicholas
chooses to emphasize, they simply cannot illuminate fully the motives behind such
violence. As such, The Van Arteveldes of Ghent remains disappointingly incomplete. While his work is valuable for the archival information it contains, much
more remains to be said about James and Philip van Artevelde and their historical
place in Ghent.
Kelly DeVries
Wilfrid Laurier Universiry
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